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'~Regional District #19
Edwin O. Smith High School
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March 31, 1997

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission REi CC Docket No. 96-45
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554 . \ \}\\t.r\\..t.O

"'r~ 0
Dear Chairman Hundt: ~:;tv[\\"\ \t,.. FAX 202.418.2801

I am the Library Media Director l'Tom Region #19, E~1win O. Smith High SChl)(l1 in
Storrs, Connecticut , and 1 would likc to thank you for your dedication in ensuring
that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Informati on Superh igh way.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guaran­
tee that all school districts will have the opportu.nity to conncct to \.he Tn\.crnct and
prOVide distance-learning opportunitie. The $2.25 billion a year will address tbe
needs of all our schools, and importa (.Iy, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Y ur inclusion of iIllcrnal classwom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is eli ential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here al £.0. Smith, we seldom use he Internet successfully due l(l the cost of in­
stalling individual telephone lines to 'ndividual classrooms. We tried mudifying our
school intercom to accept access to local internet provider, but this did not work
because of old wiring dating back. to he 19S0's. We have had success using the In­
ternet in the Library Media Center, b t only because of direct access to a telephone
line. Many students call no\. affor to have Imernet or even computer access at
home so this leaves the schouls trying to bring up the slack. The legislation will also
support a consortia we have in this area composed of the regioncll high schuol and
the elementary and middle schools of three sending towns.

One benefit of our receiving this mOll y will be the installation of a T -1 line that will
allow many students in this high SC

1
00I, many school and town adminisr.rators. and

as many ali seven elementary and rnid11c schools to access the internel for c-mail and
research.

Our students need deep discounts fo telecommunications servkes this year. [ urge
the FCC to fully support of the Join Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools.

Thank you.
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Dear Chainnan Hundt:

The Han. Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communiclltion~C;nmmiSlilion,
1919 M Street, Suite 8·14

'" Washington, DC 20554
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, On ~halfofthe.City of Stoughton, tellow users ofmy community aocess center, non.~.roups 0
,'3rOundthe country, and American taxpayers, I respectfully urge you and other members of the
Commission to delay issuina "di~ital" licenses to the broadcast television i,ndust:ry until such time a1\ they

•are ready to use them, and to demand that television broadcasters compensate the federal government for
their use ofpublic property.

A'S you may know, a number of representatives of the broadcasting industry have announced within the
· past few weeks that their plans to implement "digital television" have been delayed" with most industry
:Jources statiilg that the spectrum will be used for the purposes for which it was intended no earHer than

· 1999; and perhaps even later than that. In the meantime, it is likely that they will begin to use the
specttum for non-television services--services for which the rest of the wireless telecommunications
industry has paid market-based rates at public auction. In addition to giving away a valuable public
re'soUroe, this move will also have the effect ofgiving broadcasters an unfair competitive advantage in
relation to other wireless information service provider~ .

..This is $70 billion that could be used to provide support for public" educational and governmental
("PEG") nooess to the brOEldoa3t medin. Non-commercial, non·profit rne is a highly $uccessfulllludeI
for creating and promoting citizen involvement in local affairs. PEG access supports distance learning,
'community involvement and democratic di.scourse over a variety of media. Now the Commission. has an
opportunity to give non-profit entities and individuals the ability to generate and disseminate information

· 'using the vastly increased carrying capacity of digital television. Funds generated by the sale of digital.
s~m at auction could help our children and extend the benefits of the infonnation superhighway to
ali.

We re~J1e~tfnl1yurge the Commission to hold the iss:ua.n.ce of these valuable licenses in abey:mce until
.Such time as the broadcasting industry indicates its willingness to adequately compensate American
taxpayers for the use of their property.

S~~q~
Elgie L. Noble
Superintendent

cc: Edward O. Fri1t~

National ~sociation ofBroadcasters

Nu. or Copies rec'd I
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Providing Service to Education
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NORTHEASTERN iUTAH EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
(NUE$)

RE: CC Docket No. 9645
, ,I'

The Honorable Reed Hnndt, ChaiIman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW. Room 844 , "'\r.\"\~~'"
Washington, DC 20554 r<\':)'~ (\\'S>" I .
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March 31, 1997EX!CUTIVI ClRECTClJII
FlOGat B. BROWN

ASSOClAia DIRECTOR
LONNIE K; CAAI.JI:E.

DIRICTQR'S S!CAErARY
VICI<IE HUNT

BUSIN!SS AJ:lImlSTWATtlR
DIXlEPAR!<S

.JOHN J. Al.AND

.ll1JQlIiSNe

J. DAlE CloIRISTENSEN
LIOIlGNl

RONAlD M. STANFIELD
'NOImlSlJl,lMl'\'

NANCY DEFORD
P~crtY

DARYL F. NElSON
AJOi

IWIK s. untEFORO
SClJTH SlJINIT .

Dear O1airman Hundt:

Our nine school districts' superintendentS and 1:Ilyselfare Vlriting this letter today in
support of the proposed $225 billion "E-Rate" telecommunication discqunt. The school
districts which'werepresent are small rtiral districts. which arecUlturally.~tarved and
geographically simated so the tCIocommunication system is vitally important in terms of .
core curriculum. This is our life blood. The districts are very poor and necclthis
education rate.

GfWlTG. DROlliNGER
UlNTAH .

OANN'Y LTALBOT
WASAlt:H

Our suppon inCludes·support for the: proposed adopted roles. We understand if we:
could get this·educational rare, it wouldprovide discounts for all ofour sch<?O~.~d

libraries.

.You as a coIIlID.issioner at FCCwill vote on May 8 to accept'or reject these
recommendations. We urge you on May 8, to adopt the PCCroles making possible
these discounts to schools.' .

RBB:vIh

No. of Copies rec'd.. O·
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ARCHDIOCESE Of LOUISVILLE
Office of Lifelong Formation and Education

Maloney Center· 1200 South Shelby Street· Louisville, Kentucky 40203-2600
502-636-0296 Fax 502-636-2379

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Chairman Reed Hundt
Room 814
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036

March 11, 1997

Dear Chairman Hundt,

Technology has become a necessity for our classrooms. Ifwe are going to prepare students for the
future, we must make available to them the materials and resources they need.

As you deliberate on the E-Rate for schools and libraries, I ask that you consider the great need ofall
schools to become equipped with adequate technology. This technology must be affordable for all
schools, public, private and parochial. All children must have access to the Internet and other
technological communication systems ifthey are going to be prepared to take part in a global world.

Please consider the lowest possible rate for all schools.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sr. Amelia Stenger
Superintendent of Schools
Archdiocese ofLouisville

oNo. of Ccmies rec'd
Ust ABCt~t: ----
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Reno F. DiOrio
Headmaster

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20054

CC: Docket No. 96-45 '.,

Dear Chairman Hundt:

March 27, 1997

f\f"F"'P\ ~X PAFrrE OR LATE FILED
~~) tl ~ :~~'.: ;: 'J r~" l,

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications
services for schools and libraries so that every school child and life­
long learner can have access to the world of information technology. The
Telecommunications Act -- through its Universal Service Fund provisions ­
- mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are
important to improving learning, sparking the imagination and leveling
the playing field for all of our nation's people. Affordable access to
technology in all classroom and libraries will assure that our children
and life-long learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications
services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers
of new technology well into the 21st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service
sent to the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) a set of
recommendations for implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions
related to schools and libraries. These recommendations would give our
learning institutions significant discounts on all services that are
commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools
would get discounts on connections to classroom and Internet
connectivity, both of which are essential to providing the most advanced
learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

Currently, the FCC is considering these recommendations and will
soon decide on its final rule on universal service for schools and
libraries. Please convey your support of these recommendations to the
FCC. Thank you for your attention to this matter of considerable
importance to all children, schools, classrooms, and libraries.

Sincerely, C)n .}-Dc\~~m,~~;:s roc'd
JR';;;;;;-F. DiOrio
Headmaster

AN~fMs9ta9ion 304· 233 • 3260

60 KNOX LANE

Admissions 304· 233 • 1436

WHEELING. WV

Fax 304· 232 • 1975

26003-6489
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ELMER F. Wll.liELM
2689 Hoberg Drive

Joliet, n.. 60432-0715
March 26, 1m

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chair
Federal CommunicationsC~~!\ ~ CC'pv OH\C\N~.l
1919 M Street, NW, Room s\4\flf\t \ rI,-,= ,;\J, I -

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr Hundt,

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Services to libraries and Schools

I am writing inn strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules as published last
November.

The Recommended Rules would allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessuy to assure that all of
our public hDrarles and school are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are
critical to live, learn, and work in a increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carners to compete for the discounts, the Joint
Board has recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse areas of our state.

Than you for your attention to this important matter for our h'braries and schools - and ­
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits eveIYone.

Zi:;t~
ELMER F. wn..HELM
President, New Lenox Library Dis1rict
Retired Teacher - District Superintendent

o
No. of Copies rec'dL.--_­
ListABCDE
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March 28, 1997

Honorable. Reed Hundt .. Chairman
Federal Communiqations Commission
1919. M Street NVV'" .Room'844
Washington 0020554

Dear.Oommissioner Hundt:

REceIVED
APR 2t 1991

IE OH LATEFilED

RE:CCDOCKET96-45 ~ Universal SerVice to Libraries and schoots

I am writing in strongsupportofthe·~eaningfurdjscountsfornbrariesandschools as envisioned .
by .the Federal..State Joint Board in their Recommended RUles pUblished I.st November.

The Recommended Rules allow Iibrariesandschools~ignifjcantdiscounts fortne ..' '
telecommuniyationsand •cdticaIJnon-t.le~ommunications services.necessary to assure that all
ofour public libraries and schools areconnecte.dto the.lnternet and other on-Ilneresoyrcesthat
are critical to live, learn and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with. the clear intentofinsuring. that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By alloWing significant

. discounts on telecommunica.tions services, lo.calwiring and Internet access, the JOInt Board has
accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and I,ibraries that cannot afford the internal

.wiring necessary to connectwiththelnternet By allowing telecommunications companies and
non~telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has afsorecognized the need for
diverse technologies to serve, the diverse urban and rural areas of the State.

, Thank you for your.attention to this important.matter for our libraries and schools -- and -,.
Ultimately for usall,asa better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesnateto
call if we can beaf further assistance.

NICHOLS LIBRARY

2 00 W, J E F FE II'S ON. 'A V E ,
. N AP E R V ILL E, I l6 0 54 0·5 3 7 4

TEL (630)961-410~

FAX (630) <16.1- 4111 (ILl.)
FAX (630) 961- 4117 (LIBRARY)

NAPERBLVO.LIBRARY
ADMfNI$TRATPJEbFFICES

2035 S. NA.PER BLVD.
NAPE II V ILL E .'. I L 60 5 6 5 - 3 3 2 Ii
TEL (6aO)~61·4100. .. '.' .
FAl{ (UO) .9,61-4116 (L1aAAlW)
FAX (UO) 961-4119 (ADMINISTRATION>



THORNTON TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL
151st & Broadway • Harvey, Illinois 60426-7829
(708) 596-1000, Ext. 2601 • FAX (708) 596-1709

William R. O'Neal
Principal

Turnitta Rayburn
Assistant Principal

Ext. 2602

Saralyn Richard
Assistant Principal

Ext. 2604

Steven Toth
Assistant Principal

Ext. 2603

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Dear Honorable Hundt:

Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

March 27, 1997

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

We are writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last
November. As high school librarians, we are very interested in obtaining Internet Access for all
of our 2,300 students.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all
of our schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are critical to live,
learn and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant
discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has
accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal
wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and
non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for
diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools -- and -­
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to
call if we can be of any further assistance.

No. of Copies rec'd
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Ingham. Intermediate School District

III !

2630 West Howell Road· Mason. MI' 48854·517/676-1051

March 25, 1997

EX PARTE OR Lt~TE FILED

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

REc/::;, ~
~«:' ..

'APR 21997
Fedel1/ CommUnieatio .

Office ofs~mml$Sion

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt,

On behalf of the Ingham Intermediate School District Board of Education, I write in strong support of
affordable and meaningful discounts for all schools and libraries so that every school child and life-long
learner can have access to the world of information technology.

Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long
learners can connect with the technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.
Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and skilled consumers
of new technology well into the 21st century. In addition, with increased access, schools have the
opportunity to rebuild themselves into community centers for learning for people of all ages, thereby
increasing the potential for our economy to grow and change with technological advances. Having a
world class work force is important to citizens in Michigan.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal
service provision, the Ingham Intermediate School District Board of Education and I ask you to ensure
that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted
rates. All schools and libraries need long-term discounts that are truly affordable, flexible and offer
choice in determining which services best meet each community's needs. It is imperative that these
services are linked directly into the classroom, lab and work station.

We urge you to act upon this opportunity to bring the world of information to every school child and life­
long learner in America.

S' cerelY,. '£.

D
cc: Senator Spencer Abraham

Senator Carl Levin
Senator Debbie Stabenow

No. of .
Ust ABet',,·:"J •. _

rsc'd----

The Ingham Intermediate School District is an Affirmative ActionlEqual Opportunity District.



STEPHEN C. WHITE

HEADMASTER

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 MSt. NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:
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I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications service for
schools and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access
to the world of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its
Universal Service Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount
rates for all schools and libraries so that they can secure services at affordable
prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to
improving learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all
of our nation's people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and
libraries will assure that our children and long-long learners can connect with the
technology they would need to compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce.
Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed
and skilled consumers of new technology well into the 21 st century.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for
implementing the Universal Service Fund provisions related to schools and libraries.
These recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on
all services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools
and libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get
discounts on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are
essential to providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest
number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommendations. Taken as a whole,
they will provide affordable discounts for a full range of services, and give schools
and libraries flexibility in choosing the services needed to meet each community's
diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC, will make
advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

~
Sincerel;~

. hen C. White
admaster

No. o~ Ccpi~s r9Cld~-=O,-·__
List ABO '1.:
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Dear Chairman Hundt,

KIT CARSON SCHOOLS PAGE 01

I am a superintendent from Kit Carson School District in Kit Carson Colorado. We are a
very rural and isolated district and as such we have great interest in the implementation
of the Telecommunications Act as currently written.:<

This act will guarantee that all schools wlU:::bave the~~~nity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance .leaFilbig::~nftf~a$:iiiijf: Your inclusion of intemal

,.;.: ::>\:. :.:-:.:. :'~<l''': ': ....::~:•• ':': .. "~/' ~~::" .. ::'N'::{: ,'" :;:;:,,:.: ;::- ,,,.:'

classroom connection for diSQour1Ut<!I;,:Vit~J.t(f'o,l,Jrt:.itiiCt~;':':-:,
'::,' ': ,::l>:, '':":::::j~;r::i~F ,,::q::,k ::;:)::i',}t]~~;'¥;;~~:::';~\::;.::::>:;,·:

We are in the process of i~R,erne~iing.~;~_lR~!ff~:iiii~~ityat Kit Carson Schools
and the current line charg~!:\~~ke::tl1is co~!~~:t!.,9~~ly o~'.indeed. These
discounts would provid~,::~~~"':~d~:~~u~i:~~,s,t~Jour students and
allow us to a ro riatet'·dditlOnal.d6ff.rs·t~:~7"'_s bf::stud*ttt need as well.

pp P.it:;:S~' :{:) .,'~:,:/' ';' ~'::.,:; ~F'.<j,i<'\;li~L \~::"'::ib<f';:: \ ;p~r·;·(
I urge the FCC to fllliy;:~Lpp:dttttit",~ihtS6arfjti!~tipJid~16runiversal service for

" ..'. .~.: .:
";" ',",

;':::'\M;,
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